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We met with Farmington Friends for both worship times (unprogrammed early worship and programmed later worship) as well as a shared meal. 12 Friends (including clerk, pastor and clerk of M&C) joined us after lunch for our discussion.

We settled into silence and the Bridget handed out the YM structure sheet and queries. We went around circle and introduced ourselves and stated one thing we knew about YM or a question. Many of the Friends present had been to Silver Bay or had served on a YM committee. 

They shared that Farmington has had a somewhat troubled relationship with the YM. As a pastoral meeting and a strongly Christ centered mtg they have felt “divorced” from and outside of the YM. They have in the past felt that they had little in common with much of the rest of the YM. That is changing. There still is some struggle between identity as a community church and as a Quaker Mtg. and this colors how individual members see relationship to NYYM.

This is a large active meeting. 

The meeting has active committees and a good choir. People serve where their gifts are needed. Committees are active and engaged. The committees have energy and do good work. 

There is energy in the peace and social concerns committee currently. The mtg supports this work.

The life of this meeting is people stepping up and helping one another in crisis.
“Life in this community is community” They are gifted in building real, close community and embracing people and their gifts without expectation

This community could be an example of how to love and accept in community. They have much that they could teach to others about loving connections.

There is diversity in the community especially in terms of worship style. Some are drawn to more silent worship and would like to see the meeting move toward a more semi-programmed worship. Others prefer the programmed worship. But they are drawing together and grow deeper from the diversity and the discussions it has caused.

Melting pot of birthright Friends and newly convinced but under all people care for one another. People pray for one another, visit, bring food and do all they can to help.

There are committees, individuals and groups within church that support various work local and away. Food drives, clothing drives, money to Quaker schools, supplies to Kenya, hospice support. . . 

There is a lot of vibrancy with young people. They have a large active first day school program and a youth group that meets every other Tuesday evening as well as on Sunday. There are often lots of kids of all ages in worship. 22-23 in First day school. More kids this year than in recent past. 
Worship life is rich. Music is important to community and worship. Prayer time is deep and grounded. Moving worship experiences every week.

There is a Spiritual writing group that meets every Monday evening and it is a large and active group. 

NYYM could help with educational materials for youth. Clearly Quaker in nature but adaptable to both Christ centered meetings and those that are less so. Development of materials useful for RE in both pastoral and unprogrammed meetings would be very useful. Adult RE materials are needed as well. 

NYYM could make clerking workshops such as Art Larrabee’s more available to more Friends. This would be valuable for entire meetings not just individual Friends.

Does YM really support the role of pastor? Do pastors feel supported?

NYYM could offer opportunities for fellowship and education closer than PoHo. Bring similar opportunities to us in western part of YM.

NYYM could help financially with opportunities for training or spiritual growth (seminary, school of spirit)

Better PR communication about programs that already exist. Let Friends know about aid and about what programs or facilitators there are that could travel to them.

Could there be help in carpooling or coordinating transportation to events or youth programs farther away?

YM could help strengthen connections with one another. Knit us (pastoral and unprogrammed meetings) into one community. We are a united YM but the process is ongoing and not complete. 
We need as a YM to honestly talk about differences between meetings and the alienation. In order to heal and build better relationships we need to acknowledge the differences and misunderstandings or hostility and look for ways to come together.
NYYM could be a more active presence in relief work. When a disaster happens in our YM or far away there is no YM coordinated way to help. Farmington often collects funds but usually needs to work through Mennonite organization. Friends might like to do actual relief work (help with those flooded in parts of our YM) as well as collections. YM could even just act as a clearinghouse for which organizations are doing what. Also help meetings connect with organizations that are helping and share our values. Provide leadership to communities that want to respond to crisis.

NYYM help for communities that have questions about pastoral care. Especially mental health issues, prisoner re-entry , addiction. . . How do we respond as Quakers/Christians to people in our community with issues? How can we help them? Maybe use ARCH as a model. Have people at YM level who have knowledge and training in these areas of pastoral care who could in turn provide workshops and training for people in local meetings. Or could YM provide a resource list for local meetings or hook us up with others inYM who have experience . . . need to learn how to respond to serious issues in meeting in a loving but appropriate way.
