Binghamton Community Friends

August 26, 2012

meets in a U. Methodist group; seem to have cordial relationship with the church

8 members and attenders

YM is more shared in hierarchy than it seems

not just our little group, not a standalone group

one friend feels divorced from YM, doesn't connect much

Query 1, MM

3 areas:

deepening worship and spiritual growth, adult religious ed., group on clearness committees,

· peace scholarship in 2 high schools in memory of long time community activist, noticed by community

· renewed interest in activity in community in peace, social justice, environmental justice, more participation in events

Peace scholarship idea came from Mohawk Valley and local ones honors educator with peace witness, reaching out through school counselors and that useful outreach enhances peace outreach. Went to Nagasaki memorial event.

Spreading into neighborhoods, reached out to other peace groups, including raging grannies – brings attention to causes.

Young people are leading the way sometimes, Anna doing religious education and Gabe being clerk. Young people giving back their gifts to the meeting.

Anna's adult ed group was appreciated, needed as a group to return to to deepen our spiritual conversation, as a prelude to outreach. Friend felt that distance is a barrier to his participation. Wondering about critical mass and more participation in the community and in the city.

Watched a young Friend grow and consideration as to recognition of gifts in the ministry. M&C has put energy into recognizing gifts and holding her up.

We don't rally as a group on a thing, one does soup kitchens, fracking, river cleanup.

Young  adult friends living away in Ithaca, may need to travel less and be involved in another meeting.

Urges meeting to table at BCC or UB to increase critical mass or advertising in the student paper. 

Fracking is a big thing for her. Broome county expecting 10K wells. A major thing to work in. We are stewards of the earth. We are borrowing the earth from our children. Source of strife, somewhat volatile, important to stay involved and be stewards. Probably most pressing issue right now, not hearing about conservation right now.

Activity of last 6-8 months of reading and discussing of works on Quakerism – LL Wilson's essays on gospel order.   Testimonies flow from our relationship with the divine and with spiritual life and we can get off track when we forget that. Quakerism can be a liberal activist group with a thin religious patina rather than a vibrant religious community from which activism flows. [Speaker prefers latter.]

Introduce people using environment, but be clear that it is based on religious principles.

What do visitors see when they come? One attender at religious education indicated that she didn't feel welcomed. Personally didn't feel unwelcomed, maybe different expectations.

How much is our space or our personalities

ministry to have an hour of worship without fail

3 new attenders this year, continues to be a need for advancement

summation from Christopher

seamless approach to advancement and witness
found value in adult ed, deepening in spiritual life and worship

connecting with students and YAFs around issues

earth stewardship and fracking

Query 2: 
YM can get media attention, could work for a department of Peace.

Be a large powerful significant voice in the world as a united group to speak to what we see is wrong. Example: doctrine of discovery, involvement in Kenya – both peace work and WG.

Opportunities for corporate witness _YM serve as collective voice to the world. Support efforts in places where people need it.

A need to help Mms and friends learn to deepen worship and ministry within the Quaker tradition. Have friends visit other small meetings and more regional gatherings on spirituality. Isolated meetings can benefit from cross-pollination and from other friends around the YM. Community centered on a share religious life.

YM committees list – overall YM number has shrunk, committees have expanded, not right. We make covenant donation, gladly, important to support. Is my Covenant Donation being utilized with good stewardship? That's a concern. Committees are different than 30 years ago, may still be the same number.

Retreats in the fall, used to get books from circulating/travel library. Would like to see books in smaller meetings, ILL or internet access to them. Brought valuable resources to the retreats.

Might open QM retreat to other Qms, aging, maybe expand access. Also aware of and invited to other regional gatherings. Maybe use Spark. Next one end of Sept on life of Bayard Rustin.

Stewardship – Amy brings descriptions of mtgs for discernment and vitality of spiritual movings inYM and that it gives hope that it will act as leaven in YM that will invigorate other parts and other members. Most interested in spiritual life.

Bring unity on gas drilling practices.

Economic inequality. Would like to see YM lead the discussion on that. Ocean term, grouping gap between haves and have nots. Affects everyone socially, continues status quo and makes gap wider.

Moved to NYC for better job.

Need to open our mouths to speak our experiences. How welcoming are our meetings to diverse populations? How comfortable are they?

15 yrs ago had a session on how to welcome visitors, chose a soft pedal approach with a packet and offer to answer questions. 

YM supports the MM by allowing others to visit. Important to feel that somebody cares and wants that to continue. Those visits feed us. Activity of a member in YM, brings in info and stories and life too.

Main themes:

voice in the world for all the MMS and Wgs

helping bodies and friends with opportunities to deepen worship, spiritual life, visitation, regional gatherings for fellowship
dealing with class issues within YM, engage with that in the wider world

Responses to:

stewardship of meeting resources

Genesee Valley working a minute through the system

