PWG visit at Purchase Meeting April 21, 2013 by Elaine Learnard and Carol Barclay

Including the two PGW visitors, six teenagers and two younger children, there were 30 attending worship and 9 from Purchase attending the PWG visit.  Elaine led the discussion.  Carol scribed the notes.

Responses to Query 1
Friends identified First Day School as one of the most important, historically strong, elements of the life of the meeting.  With the aging of the meeting, there is some concern that this will change. Friends identified as meeting strengths, in addition to First Day School, their hospitality, and yearly retreat events for the whole meeting. 

Lately they are emphasizing local witness activities such as helping a food pantry and a shelter.  For other Peace and Social Witness activity, they feel they are not unified as a Meeting, and expressed some concern that their individual interests seem to some extent to be “pulling us apart” because of everyone’s limited time and resources and the fact that there are fewer people in the meeting.  However, this individual witness is very important, “almost everybody in Meeting has a passionate interest.” The examples of individual P&SW concerns include AVP, Bolivia, war tax issues, CT Friends' School, and Quarter activities.

One Friend said that the committee structure is a bit rigid and that people are not rotating through positions.

 

In response to a question, one Friend said that the worship is "thin for some, nourishing for others" and another said that she misses the messages of older members who no longer come regularly.

Other issues that seem to affect the life of the meeting were identified. Many members are the only one of their family who attends Meeting.

Almost all members have to travel some distance to come to meeting.  They have been talking about possibly trying to hold meetings in other communities.  The meetinghouse and grounds are long-established and very attractive, but not in a visible or easily accessible location.  They wonder whether others might be more likely to join them for worship if they were in more of a downtown setting.   They have considered offering water to the many bikers -- about a hundred -- who go by on a Sunday morning.  They are also thinking of ways to make the meetinghouse an "Earth-Friendly" space.

They feel a need for more connectivity and ways of hearing from other meetings and for a stronger Quarterly Meeting.  Their would like to be able to do more activities in concert with other meetings, such as their work at a shelter in Scarsdale with Scarsdale Meeting.

One Friend asked if Yearly Meeting could create a Peace & Social Witness Listserv and there were several comments about the need for more presence on the Web and a need to speak in terms more likely to grab the interest of the "20's crowd.”  “Clear and gripping resources are needed” and one Friend suggested that a good description of Quakers is needed for teachers who tend to teach about Quakers as a historical matter and not a living religion.

One Friend said that Quakerism is a "religion of attraction rather than promotion" and, noting that the author of Quiet Places in NYC will be speaking at 15th Street Meeting, that hosting this kind of speaker is good outreach.

One Friend said that it is important for the meeting to “work with how it is ... things will be OK”  and Friends were reminded that “faithfulness is showing up."

Responses to Query #2

One Friend was very adamant that Yearly Meeting has an “excess worship of structure and process,” noting that there are about 85 committees within the early Meeting, that there are just not enough people to make that kind of structure work, and that that many committees are not needed (also saying that Friends in 1700s had two committees). This Friend saw the primary task of NYYM being to reform itself, to slay "sacred cows" and that that starts with the committee structure itself.  “Institutions need to be simple to speak truth to power.”

Friends also find that it is Important to support youth activities. Youth who have moved away from home haven't found meetings they like.  They see a need for wider Quaker activities for young friends, because as it is now, each Meeting is an island.

There was also a concern that our children don't spend enough time in worship.  One Friend recounted that because she grew up at Silver Bay & Powell House and her parents were active Friends, she found people who knew her family wherever she went and it kept her connected.

NYYM has a role to play as part of the larger community, to be a voice for peace and other testimonies in the wider world.  Some possible ways to do this would be through press releases, a more engaging website, making ourselves heard on the issues where we've historically stood strong --

need to raise our voices (“Early Quakers were loud”).  We should be heard about Peace/Conflict Resolution and about the concrete examples such as FCNL & AVP.  Those outside of Quaker circles are not hearing Yearly Meeting's voice on issues such as same sex marriage.  In the past, Quakers war resister stance drew people in.

JYM at Yearly Meeting needs to be revised to fit the rhythm (and sleep patterns) of youth.

The website could have videos of YM, Powell House retreats, etc. to give a better idea of what it is like too come to Quaker gatherings.

NYYM $ - Purchase Meeting gives NYYM $34,000 a year, in part because they have a reserve from past members, but they fear that they will not be able to sustain that level of support.

NYYM needs to support Connecticut Friends School  (and other Quaker schools?) more.

The Manner of Quaker thought is core.  Listening has been abandoned in society ... the essence of Quaker worship and process is needed by the larger society.

"That of God in everyone" is a starting point on which all Friends can agree.
