Hudson Monthly Meeting

New York Yearly Meeting Priorities Workgroup
December 1, 2013
Location:  Hudson Friends Meeting, 343 Union Street, Hudson NY
Attending:  Chuck Bardes, Donna Barrett, Lisa Edstrom, Kristi Gibson, Cathy Gross, Jack Harrell, Nancy Johnson, Tim Johnson, Barbara Kilpatrick, Jim Peppler, Nancy Smith, Charles Thompson
From NYYM Priorities Workgroup:  Tim Johnson
Recording Clerk:  Chuck Bardes

The meeting convened at 11:50 AM
Tim Johnson first described the NYYM Priorities Workgroup, a two-year project that intends to learn the monthly meetings’ concerns and to report them to NYYM.

He then proposed two queries, which led to the following discussions among members and attenders.

Query 1:  What is the life of Hudson Monthly Meeting?  How can NYYM help?

· Form and formlessness:  the freedom of Quakers to worship as they see fit, contrasted with structures and guidelines of the Religious Society of Friends
·  “Feels like a new Meeting”.  The Meeting was laid down in 1867 and revived in the 1950s.  We have had little connection with historical or social Quakerism and have with no tradition of elders or their guidance.   We thus often feel that we are finding our own way.

· Distinguishing features of our Meeting include its small size, the two-home life of many members and attenders, and our recent growth.  These parameters bring limitations but also opportunities, the latter including a high degree of freedom, an absence of cliques or factions, and an ability for each person to feel concerned with and for each other.

· Inwardness and outwardness:  a long-standing issue for our Meeting, whose main leanings have been inward.
· Meeting provides a type of “anonymity” to members and attenders.

· Attending Meeting can be seen as a form of “high order associative thinking”

· At times, it has been difficult for new attenders to learn more about Quakerism.

· When attending larger Quaker gatherings (Regional Meeting, YM Sessions, Meeting for Discernment), some new members or attenders have experienced a certain politic (“How Quakerease are you?”), though in general they expressed gladness in having experienced the larger groups.   Several members also have had other prior Quaker experiences in other Meetings.
· The affordability of Yearly Meeting has been an issue in recent years.

· Visits by other Quakers, including those who have visited in association with Yearly Meeting have been welcome.

· One Friend saw meeting as an opportunity to “clear my mind”.   Another saw the availability of the larger community as “valuable”.

· One Friend had experienced great difficulty when applying for a volunteer job with the Yearly Meeting (perhaps 10 years ago), having been asked to submit a “resume” and subsequently having been ignored.  Another Friend has experienced continuing difficulty in not having been able to receive Spark or emails by mail in spite of several attempts.

Query 2:  How can NYYM express Quaker concerns beyond the monthly meetings and to the public at large?

· Support for Powell House, a powerful experience for several members and attenders
· Support for the summer sessions of NYYM

· NYYM can voice Quaker concerns to the public—for example, our interests in peaceful conflict resolution and social justice.   (Earthcare Witness, Women’s issues and opportunities?)  What has happened to our stance on Pacifism?

· Our Meeting was particularly disturbed by FUM’s position that GLBT Quakers may not serve in leadership positions.

· NYYM can serve as a funding route for charitable donations from the monthly meetings

· NYYM could improve communication and logistics, for example by responding promptly to changes in membership listings, and by sponsoring uniform web sites for monthly meetings.  It was noted that FGC is also providing its Quaker Cloud as a host site.
· The use of Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore for archiving Monthly Meeting records, but also for historical research has not been well publicized.  One member noted a desire to piece together a history of Hudson Meeting.

· The need for child care solutions, perhaps in conjunction with other denominations, was noted.

· The Yearly Meeting might benefit from an examination of what factors have led to the recent resurgence of Hudson Meeting, which has occurred largely without its support.

The Meeting expressed its sincere gratitude to Tim and Nancy Johnson, and to the NYYM Priorities Workgroup, for meeting with us.

The meeting adjourned at 1:45 PM
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